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DESIGNING WITH TECHNOLOGY 
A Designer’s Guide to Working with Tech Pros
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Smart Partnerships: Why Kitchen & Bath Designers 
Should Team Up with Tech Pros

In today’s rapidly evolving home design landscape, technology is no longer an afterthought—
it’s a fundamental part of how homeowners interact with their spaces. Smart home features are 
becoming standard in modern kitchens and bathrooms, and designers who integrate technology 

seamlessly into their projects are staying ahead of the curve.

Homeowners are increasingly looking for intelligent solutions that enhance convenience, energy 
efficiency, and overall well-being. From voice-controlled appliances and automated lighting to smart 
water monitoring and wellness-focused innovations, technology is shaping how we design and use 

kitchens and baths.

However, many designers hesitate to engage with smart home technology due to misconceptions 
about complexity, aesthetics, or cost. This is where partnering with a home technology integrator can 

be a game-changer.
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The Benefits of Partnering with a 
Smart Home Integrator

Stronger Business Growth & 
Competitive Edge
Forming relationships with home technology 
experts allows designers to expand their 
service offerings, making them more valuable to 
clients. By positioning themselves as forward-
thinking professionals who embrace innovation, 
designers can build stronger portfolios and 
attract more referrals.

Seamless Aesthetic Integration
One common concern among designers is that 
technology will disrupt their carefully curated 
aesthetics. However, experienced integrators 
specialize in solutions that blend seamlessly 
into cabinetry, surfaces, and lighting designs, 
ensuring that technology enhances rather than 
detracts from the overall look.

Early Collaboration Prevents Design 
Challenges
Waiting until the late stages of a project 
to consider technology can lead to costly 
modifications or limited functionality. By 
bringing in an integrator early, designers can 
ensure smart features are properly planned, 
avoiding unsightly retrofits or misplaced outlets.

Added Value for Clients & Increased 
Project Appeal
Smart home features are increasingly viewed 
as must-haves rather than luxuries. Integrated 
lighting, water conservation technology, and 
automated appliances not only enhance 
functionality but also increase home value. 
Offering these features can set designers apart 
from competitors and attract more high-end 
clientele.

Future-Proofing Designs for 
Longevity
Technology is constantly evolving, and 
designing spaces that can adapt to future 
innovations is crucial. A knowledgeable 
integrator can help ensure kitchens and baths 
are built with infrastructure that supports tech 
upgrades down the road.

How to Find the Right Smart 
Home Integrator
Connecting with a skilled integrator doesn’t 
have to be complicated. Organizations like 
CEDIA (Custom Electronic Design & Installation 
Association) provide directories of certified 
smart home professionals. Designers can also 
network at industry trade shows, seek referrals 
from contractors, or visit local smart home 
showrooms for insights into available solutions.

The Future of Kitchen & Bath Design 
is Smart
As technology becomes a core part of home 
design, the most successful kitchen and 
bath designers will be those who embrace 
collaboration with smart home professionals. 
By forming strategic partnerships with 
integrators, designers can create more 
functional, beautiful, and future-ready spaces 
that meet the evolving demands of today’s 
homeowners.

Are you ready to take your designs to the next level? 
Start integrating smart home solutions into your projects today!
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10 Common Myths about Working with Smart Home 
Technology Pros

When it comes to integrating smart home technology into kitchen and bath design, many 
residential designers have misconceptions about working with technology integrators. 

Here are the top 10 common misunderstandings:
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1 MYTH: Smart Home Integrators 
Only Handle AV & Security
Many designers assume that technology 
integrators only deal with home theaters, 
security systems, and automation for 
lighting or HVAC, but they also specialize 
in integrating smart appliances, voice 
control, motorized cabinetry, wellness 
technology, and more.

2 MYTH: Tech Integrators Will 
Disrupt the Design Aesthetic
Some designers worry that working  
with a technology expert will lead to 
bulky, unattractive gadgets that disrupt 
their carefully curated aesthetics.  
In reality, integrators can offer solutions 
that are invisible, minimalistic, or 
seamlessly integrated into cabinetry  
and surfaces. No black boxes or cable 
clutter in sight.

3 MYTH: Smart Home Integration Is 
Only for High-End Luxury Homes
While premium projects often include 
smart home solutions, there are scalable 
options for mid-range and even entry-level 
projects. Smart lighting, water monitoring, 
and voice-controlled appliances are 
increasingly accessible for a broader range 
of homeowners.

4 MYTH: Designers Don’t Need to 
Involve Integrators Until Late in 
the Project
Many designers mistakenly bring in tech 
integrators after the space is designed 
and built, which can result in missed 
opportunities for built-in solutions. Early 
collaboration allows for better integration of 
power, wiring, and technology placement.

5 MYTH: All Smart Home Technology 
Is Wireless, So It Doesn’t Affect the 
Design Process
While some devices rely on wireless 
connectivity, many smart home systems 
perform best with hardwired connections. 
Ignoring infrastructure requirements early on 
can lead to unsightly retrofits or connectivity 
issues.

10 Common Myths 
about Working 

with Smart Home 
Technology Pros
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6 MYTH: Technology Will Make the 
Kitchen & Bath Too Complicated 
for Homeowners
Some designers think that adding smart 
features will overwhelm their clients. 
However, today’s smart home systems 
focus on simplicity, automation, and 
intuitive user interfaces that enhance 
convenience rather than complicate it.

7 MYTH:  Smart Kitchen & Bath 
Technology Is Just a Passing 
Trend
Some designers hesitate to integrate 
smart solutions because they believe it’s 
a short-lived trend. In reality, smart home 
technology is evolving into a long-term 
standard, especially with innovations in 
wellness, energy efficiency, and universal 
design.

8 MYTH: Smart Appliances Are the 
Only Tech Element That Matters in 
Kitchen & Bath Design
While smart appliances are important, 
they’re just one piece of the puzzle. Water 
monitoring systems, human-centric lighting, 
motorized storage solutions, voice control, 
and even smart surfaces (like induction 
countertops) are changing the way kitchens 
and baths function.

9 MYTH: Integrators Don’t Understand 
the Needs of Designers
Many designers assume that tech professionals 
focus solely on function and don’t appreciate 
design priorities. However, experienced 
integrators work closely with designers to 
ensure technology blends seamlessly into the 
space without compromising the vision.

10 MYTH: Smart Home Technology Has 
No ROI for Kitchen & Bath Design
Some designers think smart home integration 
doesn’t add significant value, but research 
shows that homebuyers are willing to pay more 
for smart technology. Features like energy-
efficient lighting, water conservation, and 
enhanced safety can be strong selling points.
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How Residential Designers Can Find The Right 
Tech Integrator

Finding a skilled home technology professional can significantly enhance a residential design 
project. Forming this type of partnership can lead to a very collaborative, long-term relationship 

that elevates your skillset and positions your business for success.
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Industry Associations
Look into associations like the Custom 

Electronic Design and Installation 
Association (CEDIA) or Home Technology 

Association (HTA) for directories of certified 
professionals.

Networking
Attend industry events, trade shows (like 

CEDIA Expo), or local design expos to meet 
integrators and see their work firsthand. 

Building relationships with other designers 
and architects can also lead to referrals.

Online Research
Use platforms like Linkedin or Google 
to search for local home technology 

professionals. 

Referrals
Ask colleagues, contractors, or suppliers 

for recommendations based on their 
experiences with integrators.

Local Showrooms
Visit home automation showrooms that 

showcase technology solutions. 
Staff members can often recommend 

reputable integrators.

Client Recommendations
If previous clients have worked with 

integrators, ask for their recommendations 
based on their experiences.

Professional Forums
Engage in online forums or groups related 

to home design and technology, where 
professionals discuss projects and 

share contacts.

Interviews
Once you have a shortlist, conduct interviews 

to discuss their experience, approach, and 
past projects to ensure alignment with your 

design philosophy.

How Residential 
Designers Can 
Find The Right 
Tech Integrator
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Bridging Home Design & Home Technology

Creating harmonious spaces where aesthetics and innovation coexist through early 
collaboration, flexible planning, and user-focused design for success.
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Early Integration
Involve a professional integrator during the initial design 
phase. This ensures technology considerations are 
incorporated seamlessly into the architectural plans.

Educate Yourself
Stay informed about the latest home technology trends 
and options. Understanding basic technologies helps 
in making informed decisions that align with design 
aesthetics.

Collaborative Workshops
Host workshops or brainstorming sessions with the 
integrator and clients to discuss lifestyle needs and 
technology preferences. This fosters a holistic approach 
to design.

Design Flexibility
Create adaptable spaces that can easily accommodate 
future technology upgrades. This may include planning 
for cable management, outlet placements, and structural 
support for equipment.

Unified Aesthetic
Work closely with the integrator to select technology 
that complements the overall design. This includes 
choosing devices that blend into the environment rather 
than stand out.

User Experience Focus
Consider the end-user experience when designing spaces. 
Collaborate with the integrator to ensure that technology 
enhances usability and comfort without overwhelming 
the design.

Documentation
Maintain clear documentation that outlines both design 
elements and technology specifications. This serves as 
a reference for all parties involved during the project.

Feedback Loop
Establish a feedback process post-installation to evaluate 
the integration of technology in the home. This can inform 
future projects and enhance collaboration.

Bridging Home Design & Home Technology
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Key Takeaways for Collaborating 
with a Professional Integrator

At the Concept Stage
Involve the integrator when discussing 

initial concepts to ensure that technology 
supports the overall vision.

During Design Development
Regular check-ins can ensure that both 
design and tech aspects are aligned as 

plans evolve.

Pre-Construction Meetings
Collaborate with the integrator before 

construction begins to finalize placements 
for wiring, outlets, and equipment.

Final Walkthrough
Conduct a walkthrough with the integrator 

and clients to ensure all elements are 
functioning as intended and meet the 

design expectations.
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